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Love in Kuzunoha and Masakado
by FERRER, FRANCHESCA - 
Discussion Question: Both Kuzunoha and Masakado features women who uses or represents the notion of love as a means of gaining advantage from their male counterparts. What is the significance of love in the secrets that the women hold in these two tales?
Answer: I think it is interesting that the notion of love or attraction, which is often a positive feeling, is the agent that creates moral ambiguity in Kuzunoha and Masakado. In Kuzunoha, while Fox-Kuzunoha is deceitful by virtue of impersonating the real Kuzunoha, it becomes hard to truly see her as evil after having established love for Yasuna and even having a child with him. Love allows Fox-Kuzunoha to appear only partially as a being of the “other world.” She is in the middle now as she has built a life in the human realm and has a human child. In this way she has a foot on both worlds which makes it tough to view her as purely evil, and it is love that enables this. The same could be said of Takiyasha who cannot help but remain aligned with her father. In this case, it is the love she still has for her father, as evidenced by her tears, that makes it difficult to determine what is right or wrong. While she must honor the ruling emperor, she must also honor her father. This creates a dilemma for Takiyasha. And yet she seems to be portrayed as an evil witch who is conniving or sinister.  In addition, it is also important to note that the kabuki tradition of simply ending a fight scene with just a pose is in line with the ambiguity that arises due to the notion of love being utilized in the tale. Finally, I think it is also worth looking at the connection between love or seduction in supernatural tales to women. The theme of women using love to gain advantage seems to be a prevailing occurrence in the tales we have encountered. In most cases the woman is defeated or displaced by her male counterpart. This brings up a bigger question of the role of women and the value of love in supernatural tales.

